Robotic duodeno-duodenostomy creation in a pediatric patient with idiopathic duodenal stricture.
Duodenal stenosis is one of the leading causes of duodenal obstruction in the pediatric population, usually diagnosed in newborns and in Down syndrome patients. It has historically been treated with duodeno-duodenostomy, an operation that is now commonly performed laparoscopically. We present a case of a 10-year-old child with a rare chromosomal abnormality who was diagnosed with a duodenal stricture after presenting with failure to thrive and inability to tolerate tube feeds. Duodeno-duodenostomy was performed using the da Vinci® robot, allowing for improved intra-operative range of motion and control during anastomosis creation, with the same cosmetic benefits of laparoscopic surgery, and subsequent improvement in symptoms postoperatively. This case highlights the utility of robotic surgery in complex operations in the pediatric population.